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New Book, on John Kennedy Death .'Quietly Issued 


By EDWIN McDOWELL 


Hot several days, the Macmillan 
Publishing Company has been moving 
75,0® copies of a new book, “Best Evi- 
dence,” about the assassination . of 
-President JohnE. Kennedy, into stores 
across the . country without the pub- 
licity that publishers usually give to 
what they regard as an important book. ' 

The author, David S. Lifton, is a 40- 
year-old' New Yorker who graduated 
from the Cornell University School of 
Engineering Physics in 1962. He spent 
15 years investigating the assassins-'" 
tion and showed aspects of the work to ' 
21 publishers before Macmillan gave ' 
him a $10,000 advance for the book. The 
study advances a conspiracy theory 
that bullet wounds suffered by Mr. . 
Kennedy- were concealed by surgery. * 

According to Robert G. Blakey, for- > 
merly chief counsel of the special 
House assassinations committee, the 
Lifton theory is “just absurd.” Mr. - 


Blakey, a University of Notre Dame 
law professor, said he and his staff pur- 
sued that path w|th their own forensic 

- pathologist and interviewed the doctors 
in Texas and the Bethesda (Md.) Naval 

“Hospital autopsy personnel. None of 
them, he said, lent support to Mr; Lif- 

- ton’s thesis. ■ • 

- Because of the controversial nature 
I of the book, Macmillan- says it has had 
‘ the book examined for potential factual 

errors by in-house counsel, an Outside 
- - law firm, a forensic pathologist and a ‘ 
neurosurgeon, all of whom the- pub- 
lisher declined to name. Such examina- 
tions ape unusual in the boOk . industry ; ' 
: -where ‘the .prevailing attitude fs #hat 
1 -factual responsibility is primafily the 
author’s; 

The company aIso : commissioned a '■ 
22-minute film interview with four of' 
the witnesses quoted in the book, such 
; as a' funeral attendant-ambulance 
drivef in Dallas and a Bethesda medi- 
.• cal technician, explaining that Macmil- 
• lan Wanted to guard ag ains t the wit- 
nesses recanting later. . 

. This is not first time a publisher has 
distributed a new book with no advance 
promotion. Last spring, for example, 
St. Martin’s Press did so in distributing 
-80,0® copies of. “Will: The Autobiogra- 
phy of G. Gordon Liddy,” saying that it; 
did so to preserve the news impact of 
;the book and to- obviate any potential 
restraining order.- 

The First to Know - Jt.';'-' y " ' ‘ • 

r Albert B- Litewka, president of Mac- - 
millan’s general-books division, who 
.designed the Macmillan strategy, said 
the same reasons applied to .Macmil- 
Jan'a metiixis. He said the main pur- 
•pose was to keep peopleaway from the 
Witnesses. and to forestall possihle.in- 
junctipns, against publication of “ the 
pnok^Be Tsald' mat, The New lYork 
pnS.iTime’' magazine ‘.and -’ABC 
iNews'S “Good Morning America” were 
the first to be informed®! the secret. 


The book contends that President 
'Kennedy’s body was stolen, that sur- 
gery was performed on his wounds and 
that .bullets were extracted from his 

- bedy between the time he vims' shot in 
f Dallas and the time the official autopsy 

was - performed six liours later at the 
Naval medical center. 

> In addition, the' author argues that 
there was a conspiracy to support the 

- single-assassin theoiy, but other than 

saying that the Secret Service was in- 
volved, he does not say who else was or 
for what purpose. ,- - ""•->! .- ' ' . • 

•" ' Among the measmas Macmillan has 
taken to promote tin: -book is the com- 

• missioning of a slide presentation for 

* the Macmillan sales force that dis- 
cusses the nature of the book but gener- 
ally avoids spetifi'ts. Mr. Litewka 
showed the presentation several 
months ago to officials of the Book-of- 
the-Mor.ih Club, of which the book is a 
March featured alternate; the Literary 
Guild, and several book buyers. Book- 
store owners were invited to attend 
screenings at hotels around’ the - coun- 
try. 

Mr. -Litewka insists that his - belief 
that the book will be a good seller can- . 
not be construed as Macmillan’s en- 
dorsement of Mr. Lifton’s conclusions. 
“Given the complexity of the subject,” 

; he said, “no one can jvouch for hun- 
. deeds of thousands of facts and connec- 
tions, nor can anybody be sure that new 
.'information ■ won’t , cosse along to 
change It.’’ , , . . :... - 


wereTniendedin part to call attention 
•to th^bdok. “But we wanted to have it 
thoroughlyvetted,” he said, “and since 
it was so big a book we wanted to be 
sure we were on safe legal grounds, and 
that took a lot of time.’’- ,, 



